
AUGUST 2018  | 1 

AUDUBON GREAT LAKES CALUMET WETLANDS

Audubon is looking for partners as we revitalize  
an often-overlooked ecosystem only miles from 
Michigan Avenue.  

Nestled at the southernmost 
tip of Lake Michigan, the 
Calumet region’s patchwork 
of wetlands hosts the highest 
concentration of biodiversity 
in Illinois and Indiana. 

Decades of industrialization 
and neglect have taken a toll 
on both wildlife and surround-
ing neighborhoods. Dotted 
with brownfields and dormant 
smokestacks, the landscape 
has suffered a long list of en-
vironmental challenges, from 
altered water flow to invasive 
species like phragmites. 

The result has been dra-
matic declines in bird popu-
lations—and reduced ability 
for the wetlands to play their 
essential roles in lake water 
quality and flood control as 
sediment traps, pollution 
filters, and flood buffers. That's 
why we’re working with local 
leaders, residents, and busi-
nesses to make the Calumet a 
haven for birds and people.

No one has a greater stake 
in a healthy Calumet than 
those who live and work in the 
region. That’s why Audubon 

Connecting with 
Nature on Chicago's 
South Side

Audubon Wild Indigo 
Fellows connect young  
Chicagoans and their 
parents and grandpar-
ents with the natural 
places just beyond 
their own backyards. 
Since its launch in 2013,  
the program has reach-
ed more than 6,000 
people from the largely 
African-American and 
Latino neighborhoods 
of the Calumet region. 
It’s an example of how 
we are growing aware-
ness and momentum 
for environmental health  
in some of our nation’s 
most overlooked land-
scapes.

Building Community and  
Conservation in the Calumet
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Great Lakes staff partner with 
local business, community 
leaders, schools, residents, and 
others in a suite of education, 
recreation, volunteer, and oth-
er engagement opportunities 
that connect people of all ages 
with the wetland treasures 
near their homes. 

• Volunteer stewards, includ-
ing individuals, corporate 
teams, and community 
organizations, come togeth-
er to replace invasive plants 
with native plants and tackle 
other much-needed resto-
ration projects. We work 
with some 2,000 volunteers 
annually.

• Audubon Calumet Habitat 
Restoration Interns build 
science and career skills 
while helping to improve  
the environmental health  
of the region. 

• Community science vol-
unteers play an essential 
role in helping us track and 
monitor the success of our 
restoration efforts.  

• Special events hosted in 
partnership with local com-
munity organizations, such 
as Southeast Environmental 
Task Force, Riverdale Tree 
Buddies, and Family Rescue, 
connect Calumet residents 
with nature and conservation.
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Opportunities for Partnership
Audubon Great Lakes engages dozens of corporate partners each 
year in hands-on activities to help restore Calumet. Your employ-
ees can give back to the community and spend time outdoors 
through team-building conservation and restoration activities. 
These volunteer opportunities can be customized to group size, 
length of time, days of the week, and more. The following are 
examples of how your company can make a difference:

• Brushcutting |  Invasive plant species suffocate native plants 
and threaten biodiversity. We need your help to cut and burn 
small trees and shrubs of invasive species like buckthorn and 
honeysuckle. (November – April)

• Invasive Species Removal |  Invasive plants like garlic mustard, 
sweet clover, and wild parsnip take over during the summer.  
By working with Audubon staff to pull these invasives, volun-
teers will give native plants like milkweeds a chance to grow.  
And that means crucial food sources for insect pollinators like 
monarch butterflies and suitable habitat for nesting birds. 

• Seed Collecting |  Reintroducing native plants to areas pre-
viously dominated by invasive species is a critical step in the 
restoration process. Join Audubon staff as we collect seeds 
from native species and save them for springtime planting! 
(July – November)

• Planting |  Native shrubs, trees, sedges, and wildflowers are all 
essential to maintain biodiversity in the Calumet. Sometimes 
nature needs a hand to make sure enough of these plants take 
root, so each spring and fall, we lead planting groups. The 
result: food and places to breed and nest, for birds and for 
pollinators.  (April – June and October – November)

ABOUT AUDUBON

Audubon’s 113-year  
legacy of conservation 
success rests on the 
strength of our network 
and our science, educa-
tion, and policy expertise. 
It’s how we protect birds, 
the places they need,  
and the environment  
that we all depend on.

1,200,000 
Members and Supporters

463 Local Chapters

41 Audubon Centers

23 State Offices

Sometimes you  
have to light a fire 
—literally—to  
improve habitat. 

That’s what 30 
Allstate employees 
learned last year when 
they signed up to 
assist Audubon with 
restoration of a “fen” 
ecosystem 30 miles 
from Chicago. Fens 
are a special type of 
alkaline nutrient-rich 
wetland that are home 
to rare prairie plants 
and animals, including 
the endangered Hines 
Emerald Dragonfly. 
The Allstate volunteers 
cut and burned inva-
sive buckthorn and 
honeysuckle, creating 
healthy new habitat 
and improving  
biodiversity.

Science for Sustainable  
Impact

Working with volunteers and 
community partners and 
building on solid science, 
we're restoring Calumet wet-
lands to their former ecologi-
cal glory. High quality marsh-
es provide optimal breeding 
grounds for threatened marsh 
birds; they also benefit com-
munities by filtering pollut-
ants and storing water during 
increasingly frequent storm 
events. What we’ve learned by 
studying marsh bird popu-
lations has already helped us 
shape a wetland conservation 
action plan for the region—
and restoration is now un-
derway at nearly 500 acres of 
priority Calumet wetlands.  

Allstate Corporate Workday volunteers cut and burned 
invasive plants at Spring Creek Forest Preserve, helping 
improve habitat for rare prairie plants and animals.


